
Upper Animas status
Barry_Hayhurst  to: Forrest.Sabrina 08/08/2011 11:00 AM

From:

To:

Barry_Hayhurst@URSCorp.com

I sent out the request for a proposal to do the wetlands delineation on Friday. I've asked that responses be in by this Friday, August 12th. 

 I sent to URS and to Toeroek & Associates in Lakewood.

 Please see attached request and map.

 I have to make a few changes to the sediment section and then look over the ARR one last time.

I plan to have the editor look it over tomorrow while I have jury duty and then the text should be ready for you. The maps are what is lagging now.

 Our GIS people are heavily involved in field work, but they promise to get the revisions done this week.

This e-mail and any attachments contain URS Corporation confidential information that may be proprietary or privileged. If you receive this message in error or

are not the intended recipient, you should not retain, distribute, disclose or use any of this information and you should destroy the e-mail and any attachments or

copies.

  


Request for proposal for delineation of wetlands along Cement Creek, north of Silverton, San Juan County, Colorado.

Base References:

1.  USGS 7.5 topographic map, Silverton, CO

2.  USGS 7.5 topographic map, Ironton, CO

3.  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Wetlands Inventory, Wetlands Mapper www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html

4.  Code of Federal Regulations; 40 CFR § 230.3 (attached)

5.  Hazard Ranking System (HRS) Manual: § 8.16 Wetlands  (attached)

6.  UOS Map Figure 1 – Tentatively Identified Wetland Locations (attached)



UOS seeks an experienced and credentialed wetlands delineator to characterize, delineate, and document wetlands along Cement Creek, north of Silverton, San Juan County, Colorado.

Cement Creek is approximately 7 miles long and ranges from 9,300 to 13,000 feet above sea level in a rugged area of the San Juan Mountains.  The drainage basin of Cement Creek covers approximately 20 square miles and average flow of Cement Creek is 38.3 cfs.  A dirt/gravel road provides access to almost all of the study area (see topo maps).  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has just published (July 2011) a wetlands inventory map for the area that is only available online.  Several small wetlands are identified on this map. An iron fen is also reported to be found in the Cement Creek drainage.

The delineator must be able to move about over rugged terrain at high altitude to accomplish the tasks.  UOS policy does not allow an individual to work alone in a remote area so the delineator would need to provide an assistant or work with the UOS project manager who will be at the site during the delineation.  (The UOS project manager has completed wetlands delineation training and originally planned to do the delineation, but the potential perception of conflict of interest has required that an outside delineator be retained for this task.  The UOS project manager will be available to assist in the delineation).

All tentatively identified wetlands that could potentially be delineated are shown in magenta on the attached Figure 1 – Tentatively Identified Wetland Locations.  The wetlands in Zone 1 – Cement Creek downstream from location UASW059 to the wetlands below location UASW042 (immediately above Ohio Gulch) are the highest priority for wetlands delineation.  Zone 2 from Ohio Gulch downstream to the confluence with the Animas River and Zone 3 on the Animas River below the confluence with Cement Creek to Deadwood Gulch are a lesser priority.  Zone 4, wetlands above the most upstream sample locations, is the lowest priority.

The EPA is extremely sensitive to any costs for contract work and will actively review all charges.  An accurate cost estimate is essential for this task.  Modifications to the budget will be difficult and will probably require prior approval before a cost is incurred.  Modifications to the approved work plan requested by the EPA Task Monitory during field work will have to be documented in the field logbook at the time of request and the UOS project manager must be notified that day so that cost information can be immediately relayed to the EPA project manager.  The wetlands delineator cannot negotiate additional work, costs, or rates directly with the EPA task monitor.  All changes in scope and cost must be directed through the UOS project manager.

The delineator will need to prepare and have on hand a site- and task-specific Health and Safety Plan (HASP).   UOS will not review or approve the HASP.  The delineator will need to provide proof of insurance prior to mobilization.

Access to any private property will be obtained by START and or the U.S. EPA task monitor.

Field work is scheduled for September 2011.  First choice is the week of September 12, 2011.  Second choice is either the week of September 6 (Tuesday after Labor Day) or the week of September 19, 2011.  September is preferred for lower stream flow and less tourist pressure.

The delineator will charge expenses at government per diem rates for San Juan County, Colorado.  Receipts for food are not required and any lodging rate over government per diem rate will require an explanation and approval prior to purchase for payment.  September should present available government lodging in Silverton, Colorado.

UOS will provide a functioning GPS for location documentation.

The EPA Task Monitor and other EPA personnel and contractors could be on site during the delineation work.  The EPA Task Monitor is very involved in the project and the delineator must be able, willing, and prepared to work with the EPA Task Monitor.

The delineator subcontractor cannot subcontract any work out to another contractor.

Deliverables:

1.  A formal written report characterizing the wetlands and proving that the wetlands meet the definition in 40 CFR 230.3.  Appropriate documentation of field work including, but not exclusively restricted to photographs, field forms, and copies of field log books.  A draft Report will be due within 30 days (one month) of completion of field work.  The delineator will arrange a peer review of the draft report before submission as a quality assurance/quality control measure.  Draft and final report delivered in paper and electronic format.

2.  A map (topo map base) showing the aerial extent and classification of wetlands along Cement Creek due within 30 days (one month) of completion of field work.  A draft map will be due with the draft report within 30 days (one month) of completion of field work.  The delineator will arrange a peer review of the draft map before submission as a quality assurance/quality control measure.  Draft and final map delivered in paper and electronic format.

3.  GPS coordinates of the beginning and end of wetland streamside segments that can be used to calculate wetland streamside distance to be calculated in miles or fraction thereof due within 30 days (one month) of completion of field work.

4.  The draft report will be reviewed by START and possibly the EPA Task Monitor, and other designated contractors prior to finalization. Agency review time should not exceed 30 days.

5.  A remote possibility exists that the delineator could be called to depose or testify in a legal proceeding.  Approved travel and expenses would be reimbursed and the delineator paid for their time at their hourly rate.

Specifics of Proposal:

1.  Please indicate availability to do field work late summer of 2011 (before September 23, 2011).

2.  Please include a resume of the person or persons who will be performing the delineation that includes their credentials to delineate wetlands.

3.  Please indicate that all work will be conducted under applicable OSHA regulations and that all field workers will have insurance.

4.  Please prepare a base summary work plan with budget for Zone 1 wetlands delineation work.  Please include mobilization and demobilization, travel, per diem expenses, hours, preparation of a draft and final report and map, and any other anticipated expenses.  Please include an estimate of days in the field.  Please complete the attached fee schedule.  UOS is seeking a fixed price not to be exceeded without prior approval contract.

5.  Please prepare 3 separate menu options for Zones 2, 3, and 4.  Please assume that the work would be done during the Zone 1 mobilization.  Please include hours, per diem charges, and additional reporting charges for each of Zones 2, 3, and 4.  Please include an estimate of days in the field for each of Zones 2, 3, and 4.  Please complete the attached fee schedule.

6.  Please indicate future willingness to depose or testify in a legal proceeding concerning delineation work to be performed.

[bookmark: _GoBack]7.  Please provide a proposal by COB Friday, August 12, 2011.  Deliver in electronic format to Cindy_Boyd@urscorp.com and Barry_Hayhurst@urscorp.com.

8.  Any questions can be addressed to Barry Hayhurst (303-291-8270) or Barry_Hayhurst@urscorp.com

Text + 4 pdf attachments.
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